\ 
iy 


ww Y 
3 
b 


4 
\ 


eA Proclamation prohibiting the payment and receipt of Tonnage and Pounda 196, 
and other impoſutons upon Merchandiſes der colour of the late pretended 
O xvinaxcs of both Houſes of Parliament. 


EE have made ſo many Declarations of Our Royall Intentions concerning the 


© __. 
Z Vee d[ preſerving of the Religion and Lawes of this Land, That Wee think ic nor fit 
gS| 8 : . 
LANG || often to repeat, Though by Gods grace We ſeriouſly intend never to decline or 
(0 £ peat, 2 : ; : 
> @] {| depart from theſame. But this ſeems moſt ſtrange unto Us, thar whil (eſ pecially 
JAB 2 ar, and about Londoy ) Our juſt and legall Commandsare not obeyed,other Orders 
PAR: | and Ordinances, ( for which there is nolegall foundation) which not only diſcoun- 
- renance, but overthrow the Lawes of the Land that ſettle Religion, and were the 


fences of the Subjects property ». are ſubmitted unto and obeyed by many of Our 
weaker Subje&ts : And amongſt cheſe a blind obedience hath been yreldedunto the' 
pretended Ordinance, for ſetling the Receipt of Tonnage and Poundage, and other impoſitions upon Mer- 
chandiſes,withoutan Act of Parliament,when an Acrhis Parliament (received from Us,and ſounderſtood 
by Us, as one of the greateſt graces the Crowne ever conferred on the SubjeR) declares , ho ſuch Paiments 
ace due without an At; and by that A& it is provided, thatall ſuch Perſons as receive the ſame incurr the 
forfeiture of a Premunire. This We thought would not have found obedience from the Merchant, who un- 
derſtood whar his owne benefic was thereby, and could not be ignorant how penall icwas iv him to breake 
this Law; eſpecially when he found he was to pay thoſe duties for ſupport of an unnaturall Warr againſt 
his Prince, and to foment an inteſtine and Civill diſention which hach already, and may in the future pro- 
duce ſo many Evills upon this poore People,contrary tothetrue intention of the ſaid Act. Bur upon the me- 
nacesand uſage ſomereceived that denyed it, We find fincea more generall Obedience in ſuch as Trade, 
then We expeted, though We underſtand by it the Trade of the Kingdom Is much leſſened. Nevertheleſſe 
We hought not fit untill this preſent, by any of Our Proclamationsto prohibitethe ſame, becauſe We hoped 
before this time, We having ſo oftenand by ſo many meanes endeavoured the ſame, ſome happy underſtane 
ding might have been berween Us and both Our Houſes of Parliament. But ac preſent finding that the mo- 
nyesariling from theſe Duties , are a great part of the fewell that maintainesthis fire, and ſupports this un. 
naturall Rebellion againſt Us, and heightens the Spirits of ſuch as have no Spirit to Peace, unleſſe they may 
deſtroy Us,Our Poſterity, and the ſerled Government both of Church and Stare; We doe hereby Declareand 
Proclaime to all Our People of what ſort ſoever, That whoſoever henceforward ſhall by vertue of the ſaid 
pretended Ordinance of Parliament, pay any Monyes under the names of Tonnage and Poundage, or other 
impoſitions upon Merchandiſe,other then for Cuſtomes to be paid to Our roper Miniſters, which are due 
to Us by the known Lawes of the Kingdome, That We will proceed againft him or them indue time, as an 
ill-affe&ted perſon or perſons to the Peace of this Kingdome, and as ſuchas endeayour ( as much as in them 
lyes) to hinder a true Intelligence betwixt Us and Our People. And for ſuch perſon, or perſons as ſhall con- 
tinue to require or receive the ſamezcontrary to the Statute made this Parliament, We ſhall likewiſe proceed 
againſt them accordingto the penalty inthe ſaid Act. And becauſe (though the Law ought to have been 
every mans prohibition) We did not, untill this time; forbid the ſame, We doe hereby grant Our free Par- 
don to all ſuch as formerly having either paid , or receivedthele Cuſtomes, ſhall henceforth refuſe the 


lame, And tono other. 


4 Given under Our Signe Manuall at Our Court at Oxford, the ſaxteenth day of 
December , inthe Eighteenth yeare of Our Reigne. 
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